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FOREWORD 

The  L1BR.A.RY  Tower  is  inaugurated  for  the  fur- 
fose  of  -providing  information  about  the  various 
libraries  and  their  activities,  and  especially  to  supply 
readers  and  borrowers  with  a  handy  UH  of  the  books 
added  to  the  flocks  of  the  Central  and  branch  libra- 
ries. These  are  intended  to  be  the  main  features  of 
the  "Bulletiny  but  in  addition  it  is  proposed  to  publish 
from  time  to  ti^ne  articles  which,  it  is  hoped,  will 
assist  readers  to  make  the  fullefl  possible  use  of  the 
resources  of  the  libraries. 

None  of  the  features  indicated  above  appears  in 
this  issue,  the  publication  of  which  coincides  with 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  zAuck- 
land  "Public  Library.  The  Library  Committee  con- 
sidei'ed  that  the  occasion  demanded  special  recogni- 
tion, and  it  was  decided  to  devote  this  number  en- 
tirely to  an  hiilorical  account  of  the  foundation  and 


developnent  of  Jluckland^s  fublic  library  syfleniy 
'u:hich  has  groijon  in  a  comparatively  short  time  to  he 
one  of  considerable  importance. 

With  the  second  issue,  which  will  be  "published 
early  next  year,  it  is  intended  to  make  a  commence- 
tnent  with  the  features  that  should  make  the  "Bulle- 
tin a  useful  guide  to  readers y  and  the  Committee 
hopes  that  this  undertaking,  inaugurated  on  such 
an  important  occasion,  will  prove  itself  a  means  of 
making  more  widely  known  the  resources  and  facili- 
ties which  the  libraries  can  offer  to  all  citizens. 


AUCKLAND  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

1880-1930 
By  John  Barr,  Chief  Librarian 

Auckland  in  1880,  the  year  of  the  opening  of  the 
Auckland  Public  Library,  was  a  very  different  place 
to  the  city  of  1 930.  Queen  Street  was  then,  as  now, 
the  principal  thoroughfare,  but  it  bore  small  resem- 
blance to  the  ftreet  as  we  know  it  to-day.  At  that  time 
there  were  few,  if  any,  buildings  over  two  storeys  in 
height.  The  animation  of  to-day  was  of  course  lack- 
ing, no  trams,  not  even  horse-drawn  trams  having 
been  brought  into  usej  and  a  night  scene  of  those 
days  would  contra^  dismally  with  the  brilliantly 
illuminated  sight  of  these  times.  Fifty  years  ago  the 
sites  of  the  present  Po^  Office  and  Railway  Station 
were  in  process  of  being  reclaimed. 

The  waterfront  itself  had  not  changed  greatly 
during  the  forty  years  that  the  City  had  been  in 
being.  A  small  amount  of  reclamation  east  and  wesl 
of  Queen  Street  had  been  carried  out,  but  Point 
Britomart  ^ill  ftood  as  a  landmark,  although  it  was 
in  course  of  demolition.  Its  removal  had  been  de- 
cided upon  so  that  the  railway  could  be  brought  to 
the  present  terminus.  And  now  with  the  lapse  of 
time  we  find  the  new  Nation,  which  will  be  opened 


shortly,  moved  back  to  practically  the  original  loca- 
tion !  At  that  time  the  railways  of  the  Province  were 
an  inconsiderable  affair,  only  about  one  hundred 
miles  of  track  having  been  completed.  Weft  of 
Queen  Street  stood  the  Auckland  Graving  Dock 
which  had  only  been  completed  in  1878,  but  Cal- 
liope Dock  had  not  even  been  started. 

How  immature  Auckland  was  in  those  days  may 
be  gauged  from  the  facft  that  the  population  of  the 
City  and  suburbs  did  not  exceed  twenty-seven  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  and  that  the  Auckland  City  Council 
and  the  Auckland  Harbour  Board,  the  two  principal 
local  corporations,  had  only  been  in  exigence  for 
about  a  decade.  Needless  to  say  there  were  few  of 
the  civic  amenities  which  we  enjoy  to-day.  There 
was  then  no  Town  Hall,  a  rented  office  over  Messrs. 
Upton  and  Co.'s  book  shop  in  Queen  Street  being 
sufficient  for  the  City  Council's  requirements  at  that 
time.  The  City's  parks  consifted  of  Albert  Park  and 
Weftern  Park,  neither  of  them  much  more  than 
parks  in  name,  and  certainly  not  to  be  compared  with 
the  cultivated  beauty  which  they  now  possess.  Water 
supply  was  then  a  serious  problem  compared  with 
which  to-day's  worries  are  nothing.  Up  till  1877  the 
City's  only  source  of  water  derived  from  the  small 
lake  in  the  Domain,  and  during  droughts  water  was 
sold  in  the  Greets  by  hawkers. 

Educational  affairs  had  juft  been  placed  on  a  sat- 
isfactory basis,  "The  Education  A6t,  1877"  being 
the  means  to  that  end.  By  this  A(ft:  the  education  of 
children  was  placed  on  a  ftable  basis,  from  which  it 
has  developed  to  its  present  position.  Secondary  edu- 
cation was  making  fteady  progress  after  a  decade  of 
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efFort,  and,  in  1880,  the  Grammar  School  building 
in  Symonds  Street  was  opened.  But  there  was  yet  no 
University  College.  Its  hiftory  began  three  years 
later  in  insignificant  quarters  in  Eden  Street,  hardly 
comparable  with  the  palatial  building  it  occupies  to- 
day. And  in  the  same  way  one  may  hark  back  in 
imagination  to  the  old  Museum  building  in  Princes 
Street  and  then  gaze  at  the  War  Memorial  Museum 
which  crowns  the  higheft  point  of  the  Domain. 

The  years  from  the  eftablishment  of  the  City  of 
Auckland  on  virgin  soil,  in  1  840,  to  the  end  of  the 
'seventies,  had  been  a  ^renuous  pioneering  period, 
including  a  serious  conflid:  with  the  native  race,  but 
despite  all  the  difficulties  it  had  experienced  the 
young  community  had  risen  superior  to  them,  and  in 
the  succeeding  years  it  was  to  reap  the  benefits  which 
a  well  laid  foundation  insures.  It  is  proposed  to  relate 
here  in  detail  the  growth  of  one  such  inftitution — 
the  Auckland  Public  Library. 

The  Auckland  Public  Library  came  into  being  as 
the  result  of  difficulties  encountered  by  the  Mech- 
anics Institute,  which  was  eftablished  in  1842,  and 
had  filled  a  moft  important  community  service 
during  its  career  of  nearly  thirty-eight  years,  sup- 
plying as  it  did  literary  recreation  to  its  members  and 
classes  of  inftru(5lion  for  the  community,  when  such 
were  prad:ically  unobtainable  elsewhere,  and  pro- 
viding a  meeting  place  for  citizens  when  no  other 
exited  in  the  city.  In  that  old  hall  many  important 
public  meetings  were  held,  and  a  large  number  of 
the  flourishing  inftitutions  and  societies  of  to-day 
were  conceived  and  born  there.  The  Inftitute's  re- 
cord of  service  is  a  worthy  one  and  its  promoters 


deserve  our  efteem,  for  it  did  a  great  deal  to  Simu- 
late intereft  among  the  youth  of  the  community  and 
to  provide  them  with  opportunities  for  self- im- 
provement. In  its  time  it  was  the  intelle6baal  centre 
of  the  city.  It  organized  series  of  lecftures  by  the  besl 
le(5hirers  available,  as  well  as  classes  of  inftru6lion, 
which  were  well  attended.  Among  the  subjects 
taught  were  arithmetic,  mathematics,  architectural 
and  mechanical  drawing,  and  there  was  a  class  for 
the  ftudy  of  Maori.  An  exhibition  of  fine  and  useful 
arts  was  another  undertaking  of  importance  which 
the  Institute  was  responsible  for. 

The  difficulties  which  faced  the  Committee  of  the 
Mechanics  Inftitute  and  led  to  its  extin6lion  were 
financial.  In  the  Town  Clerk's  Report,  1 879,  Mr.  P. 
A.  Philips  Sated  that  "RequeSs  for  pecuniary  assiS- 
ance  having  been  made  during  the  year  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Mechanics  InSitute,  which  the  Coun- 
cil were  unable  to  comply  with,  an  offer  was  made 
to  transfer  the  site,  building,  library,  etc.,  to  the 
Council.  The  Council  resolved  to  accept  the  sam.e 
subje(5t  to  the  ratepayers  endorsing  their  a6tion  by  a 
poll  taken  for  bringing  into  operation  the  'Public 
Libraries  A(fts,'  and  assent  was  made  by  a  majority 
of  637  votes  J  728  being  recorded  ...  A  short 
A<ft  of  Parliament  for  conveying  the  same,  together 
with  the  valuable  library  at  one  time  possessed  by 
the  Provincial  Council,  is  now  before  Parliament." 
This  A(5t  was  duly  passed,  and  in  the  following  year 
(1880)  "the  firS  public  free  library  under  the  Free 
Libraries  Ad"  was  "opened  on  7th  September  laS 
with  great  eclat,  and  a  very  successful  conversa- 
zione (given  by  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Thos. 


Peacock,  Esq.)  inaugurated  this  important  and  \'alu- 
able  acquisition  to  our  public  in^itutions."  "The 
poll,"  the  report  continues,  "for  a  small  library  rate 
was  almoft  unanimously  in  the  affirmative." 

The  conversazione  which  was  held  to  celebrate 
the  opening  of  the  Library  certainly  deserved  tlie 
description  given  to  it  by  the  Town  Clerk.  Invita- 
tions, limited  on  account  of  the  number  which  the 
Assembly  Hall  of  the  Library  could  accommodate, 
were  issued,  and  were  accepted  by  two  hundred  and 
fifty  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The  principal  speakers 
were  the  Mayor,  Sir  G.  Maurice  O'Rorke,  Speaker 
of  the  General  Assembly,  Dr.  Wallis,  M.H.R., 
and  the  Rev,  D.  Bruce.  The  love  of  books  and  the 
value  of  libraries  were  the  themes  of  all  the 
speeches,  and  much  wisdom  was  dispensed  that 
night.  In  the  course  of  Sir  Maurice  O'Rorke's  ad- 
dress he  remarked:  "It  may  be  said  by  some  persons 
that  by  eftablishing  a  permanent  impoft  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  library  you  shut  out  the  voluntary 
contributor.  I  do  not  apprehend  such  a  result.  I 
think  that  the  syftem  in  time  will  wake  .  .  .  that 
spirit  of  benefaction  which  is  so  characfteri^tic  of  our 
race."  And  so  in  the  somewhat  dilapidated  but  pic- 
turesque old  building  which  ftood  in  Chancery  Street 
(now  Court  House  Lane)  overlooking  High  Street, 
the  Auckland  Public  Library  commenced  its  career 
of  usefulness.  And  the  high  hopes  which  Sir  Mau- 
rice O'Rorke  gave  voice  to  were  to  be  realized  in  an 
incredibly  short  time,  and  in  a  manner  the  moft  opti- 
miftic  could  scarcely  have  anticipated. 

The  ftock  of  the  Library  when  opened  numbered 
about  six  thousand  volumes,  including  the  books 


transferred  from  the  Provincial  Council.  Comprised 
in  the  latter  collection  were  some  splendid  editions 
of  ftandard  works  in  general  literature  and  hiftory, 
but  its  moft  valuable  portion  was  the  sets  of  official 
publications  relating  to  New  Zealand  from  the  earl- 
ieft  days,  which  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  very  ex- 
tensive New  Zealand  section  that  has  always  been  a 
feature  of  the  Library, 

The  value  of  the  Library  to  the  community  was 
recognized  from  the  beginning,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  firft  three  months,  the  Librarian  (Mr.  Edward 
Shillington)  was  able  to  advise  the  Council  that  the 
attendance  was  then  in  the  vicinity  of  three  hundred 
a  day. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  freely  admitted  that  the 
building  was  both  unsuitable  and  inadequate  for  its 
purpose,  and  when,  in  1882,  Sir  George  Grey  in- 
timated his  intention  of  presenting  his  library  to  the 
citizens  the  City  Council  decided  to  erecft  a  building 
which  would  suitably  house  this  colle(5lion  and  pro- 
vide for  the  development  of  the  Library  on  satisfac- 
tory lines. 

Sir  George  Grey's  gift  was  made  in  a  moft  un- 
usual and  almoSl  casual  manner.  The  only  docu- 
ment in  connection  with  the  presentation  of  the  col- 
le<5tion  which  I  have  been  able  to  trace  is  a  telegram, 
dated  1 9th  August  1882,  sent  to  Mr.  J.  Shera  couch- 
ed in  the  following  terms : — 

Dear  Shera, — Auckland  has  now  a  university.  I 
am  anxious  that  the  munificent  gift  thus  made  to 
the  city  should  be  supplemented  by  all  useful  ac- 
cessories. I  therefore  wish  on  such  an  occasion  to 
give  eflPect  to  an  intention  I  have  long  entertained 
by  giving  to  the  citizens  of  Auckland  my  library 


if  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  for  the  time  bein^ 
will  afl  as  trustees  on  the  same  simple  trusts  as  the 
library  I  gave  to  Cape  Town  is  held. 

Will  you  speak  to  the  Mayor  on  the  subje6l  and 
let  me  know  how  this  idea  can  be  best  carried  out. 
I  will  then  write  to  him  regarding  it. — G.  Grey. 

That  such  a  valuable  gift  should  have  been  made 
in  such  an  unorthodox  manner  is  moft  remarkable, 
and  that  no  further  correspondence  on  Sir  George's 
part  took  place  is  equally  inexplicable.  When  the 
new  building  was  ready  to  receive  the  gift  the  collec- 
tion was  sent  along,  and  here  it  has  remained  ever 
since.  A  generous  sequel  to  a  moft  generous  impulse. 

In  less  than  a  year  after  the  offer  of  Sir  George 
Grey  to  present  his  collection  to  the  citizens  had 
been  received  a  beque^  of  great  monetary  value 
was  announced.  This  was  the  bequeft  of  Edward 
Copley,  one  of  Auckland's  earlieft  settlers,  who  died 
on  18th  April  1883,  leaving  a  sum  of  £84,700  in 
equal  shares  to  the  Public  Library,  and  six  other  in- 
ftitutions,  namely  the  Auckland  Inftitute  and  Mus- 
eum, Hospital,  Orphan  Home,  Home  for  the  Aged 
Poor,  Sailor's  Home,  and  Boys'  Institute.  This  is 
the  largeft  monetary  bequeft  received  by  the  Lib- 
rary in  its  whole  hiftory. 

The  Council  did  not  waSte  any  time  in  putting  into 
effed:  its  decision  to  provide  a  new  building.  During 
the  mayoralty  of  Mr.  J,  McCosh  Clark  it  was  de- 
cided to  borrow  money  for  certain  works,  and  on  his 
recommendation  the  sum  of  £20,000  was  set  aside 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  coft  of  a  building 
to  contain  the  Library,  Art  Gallery,  Municipal  Of- 
fices, etc.  By  1883  the  site  had  been  seleded  and  the 
Council  invited  architects  to  prepare  designs  for  such 


a  building,  ofFering  premiums  of  £200  and  £100 
respediively  for  the  beft  designs  submitted.  The 
plans  of  Messrs.  Grainger  and  D'Ebro,  architects, 
of  Melbourne,  having  been  placed  firft  by  a  com- 
mittee comprising  artifts,  architects  and  members  of 
the  City  Council,  the  foundation  stone  was  laid  with 
much  pomp  and  circumftance  on  4th  June  1 885,  by 
the  Mayor  (Mr.  William  Richard  Waddel),  before 
a  great  gathering  of  citizens,  old  and  young.  Inspir- 
ing addresses  were  delivered  by  Sir  George  Grey, 
Sir  Frederick  Whitaker,  and  by  Sir  G.  Maurice 
O'Rorke,  who  had  taken  part  in  the  inaugural  exer- 
cises at  the  opening  of  the  Library  five  years  pre- 
viously. The  contracft  for  erecting  the  building  was 
let  to  Messrs.  Malcolm  and  Price  for  £21,851.  This 
amount  did  not  provide  for  the  clock  and  chimes, 
which  were  not  inftalled  until  1894,  the  coft  of 
which  was  £650. 

Good  progress  was  made  with  the  conftrudtion  of 
the  building,  and  on  26th  March  1887  the  official 
opening  of  the  Library  took  place. 

The  opening  of  the  Library  was  made  the  occas- 
ion of  an  interefting  ceremony  in  which  representa- 
tive citizens  took  an  active  part,  a  Saturday  afternoon 
having  been  chosen,  so  that  everyone  who  desired 
could  attend.  The  Mayor  (Mr.  A.  E.  T.  Devore) 
presided  over  the  large  assembly,  which  filled  the 
Art  Gallery  Hall  where  the  addresses  in  celebration 
of  the  opening  were  made.  The  seat  of  honour  was 
given  to  Sir  George  Grey  whose  speech  was  one  of 
mingled  wisdom  and  charm.  Other  addresses  were 
delivered  by  the  Mayor,  Sir  G.  Maurice  O'Rorke, 
and  ex-Mayors  Peacock,  Clark  and  Waddel,  all  of 
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whom  had  given  yeoman  service  in  furthering  the 
objects  of  the  Library.  Vocal  sele(ftions  were  ren- 
dered by  the  Choral  Society,  with  orcheftral  accom- 
paniments. At  the  conclusion  of  the  speeches  the 
Mayor  declared  the  building  open,  and  in  this  way 
the  Library  entered  upon  a  larger  sphere  of  influ- 
ence which  has  grown  greater  and  greater  with  the 
passage  of  the  years. 

At  the  date  of  the  opening  of  the  new  building, 
the  ftock  of  the  Library  was  computed  to  be  fifteen 
thousand  volumes,  the  increase  being  mainly  attri- 
butable to  the  acquisition  of  the  Grey  Collection, 
which  numbered  eight  thousand  volumes.  From 
1887  till  1898,  the  year  of  his  death,  Sir  George 
continued  to  add  to  his  collecftion,  and  in  all  he  pre- 
sented over  fourteen  thousand  volumes,  excluding 
the  large  collection  of  autograph  letters  amounting 
to  nearly  four  thousand  items.  The  laft  gift  made 
personally  by  Sir  George  was  the  beautiful  Edin- 
burgh Edition  of  Robert  Louis  Stevenson's  works. 
And  here  it  might  be  interefting  to  give  Stevenson's 
impression  of  New  Zealand's  greateft  adminiftrator. 
It  was  on  his  second  visit  to  Auckland,  in  February 
1  893,  that  Stevenson  met  Grey,  and  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend  he  ftated — "I  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  Sir 
George  Grey  5  what  a  wonderful  old  hiftoric  figure 
to  be  walking  on  your  arm  and  recalling  ancient 
events  and  inftances!"  Then  in  reference  to  the  Sa- 
moan  troubles  he  continued  "It  makes  a  man  small, 
and  yet  the  extent  to  which  he  approved  what  I  had 
done — or  rather  have  tried  to  do — encouraged  me. 
Sir  George  is  an  expert  at  leaft,  he  knows  these  races ; 
he  is  not  a  small  emplove  with  an  inkpot  and  a 
Whitaker."  ^^ 


By  his  benefacftions  Sir  George  Grey  enriched  the 
Library  with  such  treasures  that  it  attained  what  is 
perhaps  a  unique  position  among  municipal  libraries 
in  the  British  Empire,  and,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, such  as  the  large  American  libraries,  in  the 
world.  The  manuscript  section  contains  specimens 
of  illumination  of  various  schools,  and  of  books 
written  in  Greek,  Latin,  Coptic,  Arabic,  Ethiopic 
and  Persian  j  in  Italian,  French,  German,  Bohemian 
and  English  j  and  in  the  languages  of  the  Polynes- 
ians, especially  Maori,  and  of  the  Aboriginals  of 
Au^ralia.  Worthy  of  special  mention  are — Legion- 
arum  Graecum  (Lessons  from  the  Gospels),  a  Greek 
ms.  of  the  tenth  or  eleventh  century,  noteworthy  on 
account  of  its  being  the  oldest  book  in  the  Library  j 
Codex  Evangelarium  (The  Four  Gospels),  bearing 
the  date  1128,  also  in  Greek.  The  fineft  specimen  of 
calligraphy  contained  in  the  colledlion,  and  perhaps 
the  beft  example  of  handwriting  in  these  parts,  is 
Biblia  Sacra  Latina  Vulgata,  a  Latin  ms.  of  the  fif- 
teenth century.  The  hneft  illuminated  manuscript 
in  the  Library  is  the  Missale  Romanumy  another 
fifteenth  century  item.  Alike  for  the  perfe(5t  forma- 
tion of  the  letters  and  capitals,  the  regularity  of  the 
lines,  the  quality  and  richness  of  the  red  and  black 
inks,  the  colouring  and  design  of  the  miniatures  and 
capitals,  and  the  brilliance  of  the  gold,  it  certainly 
j  unifies  its  claim  to  priority. 

Of  original  documents  the  Treaty  signed  by 
Richard  Cromwell  confirming  the  Treaty  entered 
into  between  Oliver  Cromwell  and  the  Proteftant 
Powers,  and  the  Letters  and  Papers  relating  to  Cap- 
tain Cook  and  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  formerly  in  the  Bra- 

12 


7^/;-^/  rozi'-.  Williaiii  Leys.  J.  T.  Mack'clz'ic.  T.  IV.  Leys 
Second  roiv:  Henry  Sliaa',  Sir  Geo.  Grey,  Fred  Slum' 
Third  rots.':  P.  IV.  Reed.  Moss  Davis,  Lezvis  Eadx 


L  cntral  Library  :  Reference  Det'cirfiiuvit 
ITT-" ^-^_ 


Central  l.ihrarw  Crev  and  Shazv  Colleeliors 


bourne  Colledtion,  are  of  hi.ftorlcal  importance  and 
intereft. 

The  collecftion  of  incunabula  and  early  printed 
books  contains  some  interefting  and  beautiful  ex- 
amples of  the  art  of  printing,  conspicuous  being 
three  Caxtons,  namely  Higden's  P  oly  chronic  on  y  c. 
1483,  The  Golden  Legend,  c.  1484,  and  The  Boke 
of  Enydos,  1 490,  and  two  books  printed  by  Richard 
Pynson — The  Canterbury  Tales,  c.  1493,  and  Nova 
Statua  Anno  I — XII  Henrici  VII,  1497. 

Besides  incunabula  the  Grey  Collection  is  rich  in 
literary  rarities,  of  which  mention  may  be  made  of 
The  Faerie  Queen,  of  Spenser,  1  590-96,  two  parts  j 
the  First,  Second  and  Fourth  Folios  of  Shakespeare, 
and  Shakespeare's  Poems,  1 640. 

Mention  muft  also  be  made  of  the  section  dealing 
with  the  literature  relating  to  New  Zealand  affairs. 
In  extent  it  is  one  of  the  largeft  in  exigence  number- 
ing some  thousands  of  items  dealing  with  every  as- 
ped:  of  the  subjed: — hiftorical,  political,  economic, 
social,  literary,  etc.  The  division  devoted  to  the 
Maori  language,  both  manuscript  and  printed,  ranks 
among  the  two  or  three  largeft  collections  known. 
In  making  this  section  Sir  Geo.  Grey  has  conferred 
a  boon  on  every  serious  ftudent  of  New  Zealand 
affairs.  It  may  be  appropriate  to  ftate  here  that  a  wish 
which  Sir  George  gave  expression  to  in  his  lifetime 
was  realized  after  prolonged  negotiations — that  was 
that  the  Auckland  and  Cape  Town  libraries,  which 
had  both  received  gifts  of  collections  from  him, 
should  exchange  those  items  which  would  be  mutu- 
ally of  greater  value  in  the  respective  countries.  In 
1922-23  the  exchange  of  the  South  African  items  in 
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the  Auckland  Library  for  the  New  Zealand  books 
and  mss.  in  the  Library  at  Cape  Town  was  effed:ed 
with  advantage  to  both  inftitutions. 

Space  forbids  of  detailed  reference  to  the  many 
other  literary,  hiftorical  and  bibliographical  rarities 
contained  in  the  colle<ftion,  but  those  interefted  will 
find  a  full  account  of  them  in  the  late  Henry  Shaw's 
Guide  to  the  Colledtion,  copies  of  which  are  ftill  in 
print.  The  very  scarce  Royal  English  binding,  made 
for  Henry  V,  covering  Gregory's  Moralia  in  Job 
deserves  to  be  noted  even  in  a  brief  summary.  It  is 
believed  to  be  the  oldeft  specimen  of  an  English 
Royal  binding  in  exigence. 

Other  donors  to  the  Library  at  this  time  were  J. 
McCosh  Clark,  and  James  Tannock  Mackelvie, 
whose  gift  of  nearly  five  hundred  volumes,  mainly 
dealing  with  art  and  art  crafts  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  very  creditable  art  se<5lion  which  the  Library 
possesses  to-day. 

The  arranging  and  cataloguing  of  the  Library, 
including  the  Grey  Collection,  were  undertaken 
soon  after  the  opening  of  the  new  building.  Prof 
W.  S.  Aldis  and  later  Mr.  W.  R.  Cook  being  engag- 
ed upon  this  work  in  association  with  the  Librarian 
and  Sir  Geo.  Grey  himself,  for  whose  convenience  a 
room  was  set  aside.  Their  labours  resulted  in  the 
printed  Catalogue  which  appeared  in  1888,  supple- 
ments being  issued  at  intervals. 

Right  from  the  commencement  of  its  career  the 
Library  was  fortunate  in  having  associated  with  its 
management  men  of  attainments  who  were  able  to 
give  advice,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  selection 
of  books  to  be  added  to  the  slock.  Representatives 
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of  the  professions,  the  university,  and  other  educa- 
tional bodies,  as  well  as  editors  of  newspapers,  and 
others  gave  willingly  of  their  time  and  knowledge 
to  further  the  development  of  the  Library.  There 
is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  example  and  influence 
of  Sir  George  Grey  had  not  a  little  to  do  with  this 
spirit  of  service,  and  "the  Library  spirit"  which  has 
always  been  a  noticeable  characfleri^ic  of  Auckland 
is  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  him.  The  many  gifts, 
which  not  only  the  Library  and  Art  Gallery,  but  the 
city  generally  has  received  began  with  the  Grey 
benefa(5tion,  and  the  inspiration  behind  the  donations 
made  by  William  and  Thomson  Leys,  and  Fred  and 
Henry  Shaw,  to  mention  only  a  few  names  associated 
with  Auckland's  public  libraries,  may  be  traced  back 
to  this  source. 

It  may  be  appropriate  here  to  mention  some  of 
the  more  important  benefacflions  which  have  been 
made  to  the  Library.  The  Henry  Shaw  Colled:ion 
takes  pride  of  place  after  the  Grey  Collection,  as  far 
as  book  presentations  are  concerned.  In  May  1904 
Mr.  Shaw  made  his  tirSt  donation  to  the  Library, 
comprising  a  collection  of  over  one  hundred  and 
fifty  volumes.  In  1913  he  presented  the  remainder 
of  his  collection,  making  in  all,  up  to  that  time,  a 
gift  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  volumes.  Follow- 
ing the  example  of  Sir  George  Grey  he  continued 
his  intereft  in  the  Library,  without  abatement,  con- 
stantly adding  items  to  his  collection,  until  at  his 
death,  on  3rd  May,  1 928,  the  total  had  risen  to  two 
thousand  three  hundred  volumes.  His  interest  did 
not  cease  with  presenting  the  books,  for  he  worked 
assiduously  both  at  the  Library  and  in  his  home  on 
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the  collecftion,  cataloguing  the  manuscripts  and  in- 
cunabula, mounting  illuftrations  for  the  grangerized 
books,  lifting  and  preparing  them  for  the  binder. 
Describing  the  Henry  Shaw  Colledlion  in  general 
terms  it  may  be  said  to  resemble  in  characTter  the 
Grey  Collecftion,  except  that  it  does  not  include  any 
items  of  outftanding  importance  relating  to  New 
Zealand.  The  manuscript  secftion  contains  thirty- 
three  items,  including  some  splendid  examples  of 
Oriental  illuminated  work  in  which  the  Grey  Col- 
lecftion  is  deficient.  Incunabula  is  represented  by 
fifty-seven  volumes,  of  which  Augustine's  De  Civi- 
tate  Dei^  1467,  printed  by  Johann  Mentelin,  of 
Strassburg,  and  the  B'lhlia  Latina,  1479,  the  produc- 
tion of  Adolf  Rusch,  also  of  Strassburg,  are  not- 
able, the  former  as  being  the  earliest  printed  book  in 
the  Library,  and  the  latter  on  account  of  its  perfecft 
workmanship.  Sixteenth  century  printed  books  are 
also  well  represented.  The  remainder  of  the  collec- 
tion comprises  works  in  general  literature  in  beft: 
copies,  many  being  large  paper  and  limited  editions. 
The  section  devoted  to  art  and  art  crafts  is  worthy 
of  special  mention,  as  well  as  the  grangerized  books. 
Of  the  latter  the  Edinburgh  Folio  Shakesfeare, 
which  has  over  three  thousand  illustrations  added 
to  it,  is  the  moft  important  but  by  no  means  the  only 
example  of  this  form  of  book-making  which  Mr. 
Shaw  has  done. 

The  Fred  Shaw  Collection  was  presented  by  a  bro- 
ther of  Henry  Shaw.  The  first  part  of  his  gift  came 
to  the  Library  in  1913,  and  consisted  of  over  nine 
hundred  volumes.  On  his  death  in  1927,  he  left  in- 
ft:ru(ftions  that  the  Library  was  to  have  the  right  of 
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seledting  any  further  items  from  his  colle6lion  which 
it  desired,  and  when  advantage  had  been  taken  of 
this  generous  offer  the  number  of  volumes  which  he 
donated  to  the  Library  totalled  over  one  thousand 
four  hundred.  At  the  same  time  the  Library  re- 
ceived some  fifty  volumes  from  his  wife,  then  lately 
deceased.  The  Fred  Shaw  gift  ranks  in  value  and  im- 
portance next  to  those  of  Sir  George  Grey  and 
Henry  Shaw.  It  is  particularly  ftrong  in  English 
drama,  but  the  collection  contains  many  other  im- 
portant works  on  other  subjects,  including  over  one 
hundred  volumes  of  music  and  literature  relating 
to  music. 

The  spirit  of  giving  is  ftill  acftive.  In  1 926  Mr.  F. 
W.  Reed,  of  Whangarei,  completed  an  agreement 
with  the  Auckland  City  Council  whereby  he  made 
the  Corporation  joint  owners  with  him  of  his  collec- 
tion of  books  relating  to  Alexandre  Dumas,  the 
books  to  be  retained  by  him  until  his  death.  At  the 
time  of  making  the  agreement  the  collection  num- 
bered over  seven  hundred  items,  and  it  has  been 
added  to  since  to  such  good  purpose  that  it  now  con- 
tains over  one  thousand  items.  This  collection,  which 
will  be  known  as  the  Reed  Dumas  Collection,  will 
add  further  diftinCtion  to  the  Auckland  Public  Lib- 
rary, as  amongft  the  many  items  relating  to  the  great 
French  romantic  writer  contained  in  it  there  are  ori- 
ginal manuscripts  and  other  rarities  which  are  diffi- 
cult to  come  by  even  in  national  collections.  Li  the 
following  year  Mr.  L.  Alfred  Eady,  at  the  time  a 
member  of  the  Auckland  City  Council  and  of  its 
Library  Committee,  offered  on  behalf  of  his  father 
to  present  a  collection  of  over  six  hundred  volumes 
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of  music  and  musical  literature  to  form  the  basis  of  a 
Music  Se(flion  to  be  named  the  Lewis  Eady  Music 
Sedion  after  the  donor.  Mr.  L.  Alfred  Eady  under- 
took to  keep  the  collection  up-to-date.  The  offer  was 
gratefully  accepted  by  the  Council  and  the  Section 
has  been  in  operation  for  two  years.  Mr.  Moss  Davis, 
a  former  resident  of  Auckland  who  now  resides 
permanently  in  London,  is  proving  himself  as  good 
a  friend  to  the  Library  as  he  has  been  to  the  Art  Gal- 
lery and  the  Museum,  and  in  recent  years  he  has 
presented  many  items  of  considerable  worth,  includ- 
ing many  original  letters  of  notable  persons,  such  as 
NeJson,  Wellington,  Napoleon,  Burns,  Tennyson 
and  Dickens. 

Apart  from  the  donors  mentioned  above  the  Lib- 
rary has  had  a  hoft  of  benefa6tors  whose  individual 
gifts,  although  small,  reckoned  singly,  would  make 
a  formidable  lift  if  they  were  enumerated.  The  do- 
nations both  large  and  small  are  a  conftant  reminder 
of  the  esteem  in  which  the  Library  is  held  by  citizens, 
and  it  is  fitting  that  appreciative  reference  should  be 
made  to  all  these  friends  of  the  Library  on  the  pres- 
ent happy  occasion.  In  this  way  the  named  and  un- 
named alike  will  know  that  their  gifts  have  been 
welcome  and  are  serving  a  useful  public  purpose. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  give  a  resume  of  the  work 
which  has  been  carried  out  in  the  various  depart- 
ments and  branches  of  the  Library  in  order  to  show 
the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  developing  it 
to  its  present  position. 

When  the  Library  was  opened,  in  1880,  it  was, 
compared  with  later  times,  a  very  small  concern,  and 
even  when  the  present  building  was  opened,  seven 
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years  later,  there  were  only  two  departments,  the 
Reference  Department  and  the  Newspaper  Room. 
Now  in  addition  to  those  sections  there  are  the  Lend- 
ing Department,  Children's  Department,  Music 
and  Commercial  secftions,  and  a  special  room  for  the 
display  of  the  book  treasures  of  the  Grey  and  Shaw 
collections.  There  is  also  the  branch  library  system 
comprising  seven  separate  eftablishments,  the  school 
libraries  (over  thirty  in  number),  work  with  the 
blind,  ftory-hours  for  the  youngest  children,  and 
other  ad:ivities  of  various  kinds. 

Reference  Department 

Library  pracftice  in  the  late  'eighties  was  some- 
what different  from  the  more  business-like  methods 
of  these  times.  Close  classification  on  more  or  less 
scientific  lines  was  not  practised  then  as  it  is  now,  and 
cataloguing  was  done  in  an  elementary  fashion  com- 
pared with  the  present  day.  It  is  all  the  more  credit- 
able to  record  that  a  Catalogue  of  the  Library  ap- 
peared in  1888,  and  was  kept  up-to-date  for  some 
years  by  supplements.  A  revised  Catalogue  of  the 
City  Council  Collecftion  was  published  in  1904,  and 
later  a  sheaf  catalogue  was  used.  In  1909  Mr.  Percy 
Wood  who  had  had  experience  in  English  libraries 
was  engaged  to  classify  the  Reference  Department 
(  Council  Collection  )  on  the  Dewey  syftem.  In  1916 
a  Card  Catalogue  was  introduced  and  has  been 
m.aintained  to  the  present,  and  is  now  undergoing  a 
revision  to  bring  it  into  line  with  the  lateft  practice. 
The  Grey  Collection  was  re-classified  on  the  Dewey 
syftem  in  1913-14,  and  a  ftart  was  made  with  the 
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preparation  of  a  new  author  catalogue  and  a  shelf 
catalogue ;  this  work  is  slill  in  progress. 

The  growth  of  the  Reference  colledlions  from 
1887-1911  had  been  fteady  and  had  increased  in 
that  time  from  fifteen  thousand  volumes  to  twice 
that  number,  and  for  some  years  accommodation  had 
become  a  serious  problem.  Relief  was  obtained  at 
this  time  with  the  removal  of  the  Municipal  Offices 
to  the  Town  Hall,  and,  later,  the  transfer  of  the 
Elam  School  of  Art,  which  also  had  occupied  some 
rooms  in  the  Library  from  1890,  gave  the  Library 
elbow-room,  and  a  re-arrangement  of  the  depart- 
ment took  place,  including  the  placing  of  the  less 
used  and  less  valuable  part  of  the  Grey  Collecflion 
in  the  Gallery  over  the  Reference  Department.  But 
so  rapidly  has  the  ftock  increased  in  the  laft  two  de- 
cades that  it  has  become  an  insoluble  problem  with 
the  present  reSlridled  quarters  to  properly  accommo- 
date the  ftock  of  fifty-five  thousand  volumes  which 
the  Library  now  contains. 

From  time  to  time,  as  opportunity  has  offered, 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the  Reference  De- 
partment. Electric  light  was  introduced  throughout 
the  building  in  1912.  Li  1913-14  extra  tables  were 
provided  to  meet  the  increasing  demands  of  read- 
ers j  an  Liquiry  Desk  was  inftituted  which  has  filled 
a  very  useful  purpose  ever  since  j  a  fire-proof  room 
was  eredled  for  the  safekeeping  and  display  of  the 
treasures  of  the  Grey  and  Henry  Shaw  collections; 
and  a  series  of  exhibitions  of  the  bibliographical 
treasures  contained  in  the  Library  was  inaugurated. 
Li  1917  the  entrance  and  ftaircase  of  the  Library 
were  reconftrudled  in  concrete  finished  with  white 
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marble  and  greenstone  panels  on  the  dado,  slate  and 
white  marble  squares  on  the  floors,  and  white  marble 
steps  j  and  in  1 927  a  hot  water  heating  syftem  warm- 
ed with  an  Oil-o-matic  burner  was  inftalled  and  has 
proved  a  success. 

Newspaper  Room 

The  Newspaper  Room  which  has  always  been  the 
moft  popular  department  of  the  Library  has  an  un- 
broken record  of  useful  service.  At  one  time  it  was 
possible  to  allow  such  games  as  chess  and  draughts  to 
be  played  in  the  room,  but  owing  to  the  increasing 
use  which  was  being  made  of  the  department  for 
reading  purposes  the  games  tables  had  to  be  removed 
permanently  in  1913. 

As  in  the  Reference  Department  improvements 
have  been  made  in  the  Newspaper  Room  at  various 
times  j  but  as  elsewhere  in  the  Library  it  is  now  too 
small  to  meet  the  demands  which  are  made  upon  it. 

Lending  Department 

Liitiatory  fteps  towards  the  formation  of  a  Lend- 
ing Department  were  talcen  in  1887,  and  the  Library 
Committee  undertook  the  preparation  of  a  lift  of 
nearly  three  thousand  volumes,  from  which  it  pro- 
posed to  select  the  foundation  ftock  of  the  Depart- 
ment. The  Committee  then  invited  Dr.  Richard 
Laishley  to  associate  with  himself  a  small  committee 
to  revise  this  lift:  and  to  recommend  to  it  two  thou- 
sand volumes  for  purchase.  Dr.  Laishley  accepted 
the  invitation,  and,  with  the  help  of  Dr.  McArthur, 
Mr.  Wm.  Berry,  editor  of  the  New  Zealand  Her- 
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aid,  and  Mr,  T.  W.  Leys,  editor  of  the  Auckland 
Star,  carried  out  the  Committee's  request,  and  in  the 
following  year  the  books  were  ordered.  On  \§t 
October  1889  the  Lending  Department  was  opened 
with  a  stock  of  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  volumes,  a  small  subscription  being  charged 
for  the  privilege  of  borrowing  the  books,  and  this 
system  of  levying  a  charge  has  continued  ever  since. 
A  catalogue  was  issued  in  1889,  and  a  revised  edition 
appeared  in  1895.  A  supplementary  catalogue  was 
prepared  in  1904,  but  this  was  the  laft  catalogue  to 
be  printed,  additions  being  listed  in  a  card  index. 
Open  access,  or  the  system  whereby  borrowers  are 
allowed  direct  access  to  the  books,  was  introduced  at 
the  end  of  1  899.  The  sy^em  had  been  in  force  in  the 
Reference  Department  from  the  commencement. 

The  Lending  Department  was  originally  located 
in  a  room  on  the  ground  floor.  In  1  890,  owing  to  re- 
trenchments becoming  necessary,  the  services  of  the 
Assiftant  Librarian  were  dispensed  with  and  the  De- 
partment was  moved  upftairs  to  the  Librarian's 
Room,  adjoining  the  Reference  Department.  It  re- 
mained here,  very  much  cramped  for  want  of  space, 
until  1  899,  when  it  was  moved  again  to  the  ground 
floor,  to  the  more  northerly  of  the  two  rooms  which 
it  now  occupies.  The  second  room  was  secured  in 
1912  subsequent  to  the  transference  of  the  Munici- 
pal Offices  to  the  Town  Hall. 

About  a  year  after  the  enlargement  of  the  Lend- 
ing Department  a  thorough  reorganization  of  the 
Department  was  taken  in  hand.  This  included  the 
re-accessioning  of  the  whole  stock,  its  re-classifica- 
tion on  the  Dewey  sy^em,  and  the  preparation  of  a 
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complete  di(5tionary  catalogue  on  type-written  cards. 
This  work  was  carried  on  simultaneously  with  the 
old  sy^em  and  was  not  completed  until  1918.  l-'rom 
time  to  time  additional  bookcases  have  been  added 
until  the  entire  available  accommodation  is  now 
occupied  and  no  further  additions  are  possible.  Early 
in  the  present  year  a  new  charging  desk  was  inftalled 
and  an  up-to-date  syftem  of  issuing  the  books  has 
juft  been  introduced. 

The  growth  in  popularity  of  this  department  can 
be  eftimated  by  a  comparison  of  the  issues.  In  1  890- 
91  subscribers  borrowed  15,079  volumesj  laft  year 
142,239  volumes  were  issued. 

In  1913  a  proposal  was  submitted  to  abolish  the 
subscription  and  to  make  the  Lending  Department 
free.  The  proposal  was  deferred,  and  for  various 
reasons  largely  of  an  economic  charadier  has  not 
been  revived. 

Work  With  Children 

The  first  reference  to  library  work  with  children 
is  contained  in  the  Librarian's  Report  for  1 893  where 
it  is  stated  that  "a  ^ep  has  been  taken  to  extend  the 
privileges  of  the  Lending  Department  to  juveniles 
...  by  adding  a  supply  of  suitable  literature  of  a 
class  moft  likely  to  attrad:  them."  The  idea  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  developed  at  this  time,  for  there 
is  no  further  reference  to  the  subjed  until  1908, 
when  it  is  recorded  that  a  supply  of  books  to  the 
number  of  709  volumes  had  been  added  to  the  Lend- 
ing Department.  During  the  first  eight  months  of 
the  section's  exigence  1,272  volumes  were  issued, 
but  in  the  four  following  years  the  issues  dropped  to 
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1,223,  780,  331,  and  308  respeaively.  It  would 
seem  that  little  interest  was  taken  in  the  section,  for 
in  one  year  an  analysis  of  the  additions  made  to  the 
ftock  showed  that  only  two  volumes  had  been  added 
to  the  juvenile  colledtion. 

To  the  Leys  Institute  belongs  the  credit  of  inau- 
gurating the  firft  separate  department  to  be  devoted 
to  library  work  with  children.  That  was  in  1909 
when  a  Boys'  Recreation  and  Reading  Room  was 
inftituted.  Remuera  Library  was  the  next  one  to  pro- 
vide facilities  for  boys  and  girls  when  that  Library 
was  opened  in  1 9 1 5,  a  separate  room  being  provided 
for  children.  Epsom  followed  with  similar  provision 
in  1918  (27th  Auguft).  The  Children's  Department 
at  the  Central  Library  came  two  months  later,  the 
opportunity  to  provide  this  facility  coming  when  a 
new  fire-proof  room  had  been  made  to  contain  the 
rare  volumes  belonging  to  the  Grey  and  Shaw  col- 
lections. The  old  room  was  then  converted  into  a 
Reading  Room  and  Lending  Department  for  boys 
and  girls.  As  each  new  branch  library  has  been  com- 
pleted suitable  provision  has  been  made  for  young 
people,  and  all  the  libraries  now  have  special  sections 
for  young  people. 

Not  satisfied  with  providing  reading  facilities  for 
boys  and  girls  at  the  various  libraries  which  had  been 
opened  up  to  that  time  the  Library  Committee  de- 
cided, in  1917,  to  introduce  the  system  of  Public 
Library  and  Public  School  co-operation,  on  the  same 
lines  as  Wellington  had  done.  The  scheme  consifts 
of  supplying,  through  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
Library,  a  series  of  class-room  libraries  suitable  to 
the  ages  of  the  children,  the  number  of  volumes 
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supplied  being  based  on  the  number  of  pupils  in  a 
class.  All  the  classes  from  ftandard  three  to  six  are 
catered  for,  the  teachers  in  the  school  acting  as  libra- 
rians. The  books  are  selected  by  the  Children's  Lib- 
rarian who  has  charge  of  this  work,  and  she  makes 
her  choice  of  books  in  co-operation  with  the  teachers. 
The  firft  school  to  be  equipped  with  a  collecftion  of 
books  was  Parnell,  in  April  1917,  and  since  that  date 
other  schools  have  been  embraced  by  the  scheme, 
and  laft  year  it  was  in  operation  in  thirty-one  schools 
through  which  eighty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  five  volumes  were  issued  to  pupils.  Altogether 
there  were  circulated  to  children,  in  1929-30, 
through  the  various  agencies — schools  and  libraries 
— in  the  city  125,450  volumes,  compared  with  the 
very  modeft  total  of  1,223  volumes  in  1909. 

The  Story-Hour  for  very  young  children  was 
commenced  at  the  Central  Library  in  1921,  and  was 
continued  for  two  years,  but  with  the  shrinkage  of 
residential  population  adjacent  to  this  library  the 
patronage  declined  and  the  function  was  discon- 
tinued. When  the  Remuera  Library  was  opened  in 
its  new  building  in  1926  the  Story-Hour  was  insti- 
tuted and  has  proved  a  popular  feature.  It  is  in- 
tended to  carry  on  this  work  at  other  libraries  during 
the  present  year. 

Commercial  Section 

A  Commercial  se(Slion  containing  books  of  a  quick- 
reference  character  required  by  business  men  was  in- 
ftalled  in  the  Reference  Department  in  1 920  j  it  has 
proved  itself  of  value,  and  during  the  ten  years  it 
has  been  in  operation  the  average  annual  use  made 
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of  it  has  approximated  twelve  thousand  volumes. 
But  as  elsewhere  there  is  no  room  to  enlarge  the 
se<5tion,  with  the  consequence  that  it  musl  mark  time 
until  the  space  needed  is  found. 

Music  Section 

This  section,  which  is  known  as  the  Lewis  Eady 
Music  Section  after  the  gentleman  who  was  respon- 
sible for  presenting  the  initial  ftock,  was  opened  on 
13th  June,  1 928.  It  is  located  in  a  small  room  over 
the  outer  veftibule  and  provides  tables  and  chairs  for 
those  who  desire  to  consult  the  books  in  the  room. 
With  a  few  exceptions  all  the  books  may  be  borrowed 
for  use  in  the  home,  ftudio,  concert  room  or  theatre. 
When  the  section  was  opened  juSl  over  two  years 
ago  the  ftock  totalled  1,181  volumes.  It  now  con- 
tains 1,700  volumes.  Up  to  the  end  of  July  1930 
the  number  of  volumes  borrowed  amounted  to  9,5  8 1 
and  in  addition  9,557  volumes  were  consulted  in  the 
room.  The  latter  number  does  not  take  account  of 
the  use  made  of  the  current  periodicals  dealing  with 
music. 

The  Music  Sedlion  is  an  illuftration  of  what  spec- 
ialization can  do,  and  if  the  se<5lion  of  the  Library 
containing  the  books,  manuscripts,  newspapers  and 
maps  relating  to  New  Zealand  could  be  provided 
with  a  similar  room — it  would  require  to  be  a  large 
one — the  use  which  would  be  made  of  it  would  be 
enormous,  and  the  sludents  of  New  Zealand  affairs, 
historical,  social,  political,  economic  and  commercial, 
would  be  helped  in  their  ftudies  to  their  advantage, 
and  to  the  advantage  of  the  community  generally. 
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From  this  outline  of  the  growth  of  the  Auckland 
Public  Library  it  will  be  readily  acknowledged  that 
the  City  has  never  been  behind  the  times  in  catering 
for  the  literary  requirements  of  the  citizens,  even  if 
it  has  to  be  admitted  that  during  the  laft  decade  the 
work  has  been  carried  on  under  difficulties  brought 
about  by  lack  of  room  for  expansion.  Furthermore 
it  can  be  asserted  that  the  City's  activities  have  not 
been  confined  to  the  Central  Library,  As  the  City's 
boundaries  have  extended  with  the  amalgamation  of 
adjacent  local  bodies  diftridl  libraries  have  been 
opened  in  these  areas. 

Leys  Institute 

The  firft  library  of  this  class  to  be  inaugurated 
was  the  Leys  Inftitute,  which,  while  forming  part  of 
the  City's  library  syftem,  is  managed  by  a  separate 
committee,  consifting  of  nine  members,  of  whom 
two  are  truftees  of  the  late  William  Leys,  three  are 
elecfled  by  members  of  the  Liftitute,  and  four  are 
nominated  by  the  City  Council. 

The  In^itute  was  founded  under  the  will  of  the 
late  William  Leys,  a  man  of  noble  ideas  and  gener- 
ous inftincfts,  who  died  on  5th  06lober,  1899.  The 
funds  available  at  the  time  of  his  death  being  inade- 
quate for  the  early  realization  of  the  teftator's  bene- 
volent purpose,  Mr.  T.  W.  Leys,  a  brother  of  the 
deceased,  and  one  of  the  trustees,  offered  to  defray 
one-half  of  the  entire  coft  of  erecfling  and  equip- 
ping a  building  and  to  furnish  it  with  a  library,  on 
condition  that  the  Corporation  provided  a  suitable 
site.  This  proviso  was  readily  agreed  to  by  the  City 
Council,  and  on  29th  March,  1905,  the  Leys  Infti- 
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tute  was  officially  opened  by  the  Mayor  (Mr. — now 
Sir — E.  Mitchelson).  The  building  and  equipment, 
exclusive  of  books,  coft  £3,234.  A  year  later  the 
gymnasium  was  erected  at  a  co^  of  £1 ,525,  exclusive 
of  equipment.  The  architect  for  both  buildings  was 
Mr.  R.  M.  Watt,  and  the  contractors  were  respect- 
ively Messrs.  W.  Jones  and  Son  and  Messrs.  James 
Lye  and  Sons.  In  1908  a  new  Lending  Department 
building  was  added,  the  gift  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Leys.  A 
further  extension  to  this  department  was  made,  in 
1 922,  at  a  coft  of  about  £1 ,200.  The  gymnasium  was 
subsequently  converted  into  a  Boys'  Reading  and 
Recreation  Room  and  Gymnasium.  The  total  ex- 
penditure on  buildings  and  equipment  has  been  about 
£8000.  Of  the  thirty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
seventy  volumes  in  the  Library,  two-thirds  were 
presented  by  the  late  Dr.  Leys.  The  total  expendi- 
ture on  the  Inftitute  and  its  maintenance  is  eftimat- 
ed  at  £20,000.  The  endowment  created  by  the  late 
William  Leys,  which  is  now  subject  to  the  rights  of 
certain  beneficiaries  under  his  will,  is  valued  at 
£30,000.  The  Leys  Liftitute  has  been  a  mo^  import- 
ant faClor  in  the  community  life  of  Ponsonby,  the 
diftriCt  which  it  serves.  With  the  library  as  its  basic 
service  the  Institute  has  had  conneded  with  it  vari- 
ous associations  such  as  literary,  dramatic,  musical 
and  debating  clubs  j  games,  sports  and  gymnastic  or- 
ganizations, and  other  agencies  for  the  mental  and 
physical  development  and  enjoyment  of  the  people, 
young  and  old,  of  the  diftriCt.  The  winter  courses  of 
lectures  and  entertainments  were  a  feature  of  the 
Liftitute's  community  work  for  over  twenty  years. 
The  late  T.  W.  Leys,  LL.D.,  was  the  Li^itute's 
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firft  president,  a  position  he  held  for  nearly  twenty 
years,  and  the  success  which  the  Inftitute  has  at- 
tained has  been  due  in  a  very  large  measure  to  his 
intereft  and  benefadions.  Every  activity  connected 
with  the  Inftitute  had  his  support  and  sympathy, 
but  the  work  with  the  boys  made  the  greateft  appeal 
to  him.  Mr.  W.  Cecil  Leys  succeeded  his  father  as 
president. 

Branch  Libraries 

The  Grafton  Library  was  the  firft  branch  to  be 
in^ituted  diredtly  by  the  City  Council.  It  was  offi- 
cially opened  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  Lord 
Liverpool,  on  19th  March,  1913,  and  in  its  time  it 
has  rendered  excellent  service.  The  building  was  de- 
signed by  Messrs.  Edward  Hartley  and  Son,  and 
ereded  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Holmes  at  a  coft  of  £3,037. 
Although  less  than  eighteen  years  old  the  Library  is 
suffering  from  lack  of  space  in  which  to  grow,  and 
consideration  is  now  being  given  to  the  queftion  of 
its  extension. 

Parnell  Branch  was  opened  in  the  same  year,  on 
13th  December,  by  the  Mayor  (Mr. — now  Sir — 
JamesParr ) .  The  Borough  of  Parnell  had  only  j oin- 
ed  the  City  on  1  5th  February,  1 9 1 3,  so  that  no  time 
was  loft  in  affording  the  new  residents  of  the  city 
library  opportunities.  The  former  Parnell  Borough 
Council  Offices,  which  were  located  in  Manukau 
Road,  almoft  opposite  the  present  building,  were 
converted  into  a  Library  consifting  of  a  Reading 
Room  and  Lending  Department,  and  so  quickly  did 
the  library  eftablish  itself  in  popularity  that  it  was 
suggefted  that  larger  and  more  suitable  quarters 
were  necessary.  The  outbreak  of  the  European  War 
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caused  a  delay  in  putting  this  intention  into  practice, 
and  it  was  not  until  1924  that  the  new  library  was 
erected.  In  1918  the  building  was  removed  from  the 
weft  side  of  Manukau  Road  to  the  site  at  the  junc- 
tion of  Manukau  Road  and  St.  George's  Bay  Road, 
and  later  in  the  year  an  addition  was  made  to  the 
building.  The  Parnell  Borough  had  already  secured 
a  site  at  the  corner  of  Manukau  Road  and  Russell 
Street  for  a  Library  when  it  joined  the  City,  but 
when  the  Library  Committee  agreed  to  eredl  the 
new  building  it  decided  that  this  site  was  not  suitably 
located  for  the  purpose.  The  site  to  which  the  Lib- 
rary had  been  moved,  belonging  to  the  Diocesan 
Trust  Board,  was  favoured,  and  a  transfer  of  the 
land  was  effected,  the  old  library  site  was  sold  and 
the  proceeds  devoted  to  defraying  the  coft  of  the 
new  one.  Mr.  M.  K.  Draffin  was  invited  to  design 
the  building  in  consultation  with  the  Chief  Libra- 
rian, and  from  the  plans  Mr.  F.  J.  Fawcett  ere6led 
it.  The  coft  of  the  land  was  £750,  and  of  the  build- 
ing £8,716,  of  which  £8000  came  from  a  loan.  The 
new  Library  was  opened  by  the  Mayor  (Sir  James 
Gunson)  on  30th  July,  1924. 

The  ftory  of  Remuera  Branch  is  substantially  that 
of  Parnell.  Remuera  Road  Board  amalgamated 
with  the  City  in  March  1915,  and  on  2nd  October  of 
the  same  year  the  Road  Board  Offices  were  re-open- 
ed as  a  Library,  the  converted  building  being  opened 
by  the  Mayor,  Mr.  J.  H.  Gunson.  So  popular  was 
the  Library  that  an  addition  had  to  be  made  to  the 
building  in  September  1918,  but  even  this  proved 
insufficient.  After  putting  up  with  serious  congeftion 
for  a  number  of  years  relief  was  secured,  in  1926, 
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when  a  new  building  was  opened  on  31ft  J^^ly  by 
Councillor  Ellen  Melville,  Chairman  of  the  Lib- 
rary Committee,  Mr.  Geo.  Baildon,  Mayor,  presid- 
ing at  the  opening  ceremony.  The  delay  in  ered:ing 
the  building  benefitted  the  Library  in  the  long  run, 
for  by  waiting  it  obtained  one  of  the  beft  sites  in  the 
dift:ri<5l  situated  at  the  corner  of  Remuera  Road  and 
Vincent  Avenue,  which  was  purchased  for  £4,729  by 
the  City  Council  from  part  of  the  money  received 
from  the  sale  of  its  ele(5lrical  undertaking  to  the 
Auckland  Electric  Power  Board.  A  worthy  site  de- 
manded a  worthy  building,  a  fa(5t  which  the  citizens 
realized  for  they  authorized  a  loan  of  £12,000  for 
the  purpose,  of  which  £1 1,609  has  been  expended 
on  what  is  claimed  to  be  the  finest  library  building 
of  its  size  in  New  Zealand.  Messrs.  Gummer  and 
Ford  were  invited  to  prepare  the  plans  in  consulta- 
tion with  the  Chief  Librarian,  and  a  successful  ex- 
periment was  made  in  the  internal  arrangement  by 
eliminating  dividing  walls  and  glazed  partitions 
between  the  departments  of  the  Library.  Messrs. 
Philcox  and  Sons  were  the  contractors.  It  is  worthy 
of  record  that  the  architects  of  this  building  were, 
in  1928,  awarded  the  medal  of  the  New  Zealand 
Inftitute  of  Architects,  the  award  being  made  for 
their  design  of  the  Library.  The  medal  is  a  signal 
diftindtion  greatly  prized  by  local  architects,  as  the 
award  is  made  by  a  committee  of  the  Royal  Liftitute 
of  British  Architects. 

Epsom  Branch  was  another  case  of  converting 
former  Road  Board  Offices  into  a  Library.  The 
amalgamation  of  this  diftriCt  was  completed  on  1st 
February,  1918,  and  on  27th  Auguft  of  the  same 

31 


year  Mayor  Gunson  declared  the  Library  open. 
Like  its  forerunners  it  proved  an  immediate  success, 
with  the  result  that  the  building  was  enlarged,  in 
1924,  by  extending  its  front  nearer  to  the  ftreet 
building  line.  This  extension  only  afforded  tempor- 
ary relief,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  an  enlargement 
of  the  Library  at  the  expense  of  the  Ledure  Hall  is 
prad:ically  completed.  This  extension  brings  this 
Library  in  point  of  size  into  line  with  the  larger  of 
the  newer  branches  and  makes  provision  for  its 
growth  for  at  least  a  couple  of  decades.  The  build- 
ing, which  stands  on  leasehold  property,  was  pur- 
chased, along  with  the  adjoining  residence,  for 
£2000,  taken  from  Library  income. 

Grey  Lynn  Branch  was  opened  on  13  th  Decem- 
ber 1924  by  Sir  James  Gunson.  Like  Grafton  Lib- 
rary it  was  fortunate  in  beginning  its  activities  in  a 
building  designed  for  the  purpose.  Grey  Lynn  join- 
ed the  City  on  1  st  July  1914,  but  owing  to  the  terms 
of  amalgamation  it  could  not  be  rated  for  library 
purposes  until  1921.  This  caused  a  delay  in  provid- 
ing the  diftrid:  with  a  library.  Part  of  the  land  on 
which  the  Library  is  built  was  purchased  at  a  coft  of 
£1,300 i  the  remainder  being  City  property.  The 
building  was  designed  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Gummer  in 
consultation  with  the  Chief  Librarian,  and  was 
ereded  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Xicholls.  It  cost  £8,534,  of 
which  £8,000  was  secured  from  loan  authorization. 

Point  Chevalier  Branch  was  inaugurated  soon 
after  the  opening  of  the  new  Remuera  Library,  the 
old  wooden  building,  which  had  served  that  di^ridl 
prior  to  the  eredtion  of  the  new  building,  being  taken 
down  and  re-ereded  on  the  reserve  at  the  jundion 
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of  Great  North  Road  and  Point  Chevalier  Road  to 
continue  its  service  as  a  library  in  new  surroundings. 
It  was  opened  on  20th  November  1926  by  Coun- 
cillor Ellen  Melville,  Chairman  of  the  Library 
Committee,  in  the  presence  of  the  Mayor,  Council- 
lors and  citizens.  The  site  is  City  property  and  the 
coft  of  removing  and  re-conditioning  the  building 
was  £654.  Although  looked  upon  as  a  temporary 
building  it  has  so  far  been  adequate  to  its  purpose, 
and  has  done  good  work. 

Each  of  the  branch  libraries  consifts  of  a  reading 
room,  lending  department  for  adults,  and  children's 
section,  and,  with  the  exception  of  Pt.  Chevalier,  all 
are  equipped  with  ledure  halls  and  committee  rooms 
for  community  use. 

Fa6ts  speak  for  themselves  and  the  foregoing 
ftatement  is  an  eloquent  reminder  of  what  Auckland 
has  done  for  its  citizens  in  providing  them  with 
library  facilities.  No  other  city  or  town  in  either 
Auftralia  or  New  Zealand  has  a  library  sy^em  com- 
parable with  it,  and  even  were  the  comparison  ex- 
tended to  other  countries  Auckland  need  not  fear  the 
result. 

In  all  of  the  new  buildings  which  the  Council  has 
erected  for  library  purposes  it  has  shown  a  liberal 
spirit.  Large  and  suitable  locations  were  chosen  for 
the  buildings  and  qualified  architeds  were  entrufted 
with  their  design,  and  the  accompanying  illuftra- 
tions  of  both  exteriors  and  interiors  will  show  that 
the  results  are  creditable  to  all  concerned.  A  feature 
of  the  lay  out  of  the  buildings  is  the  provision  made 
for  lawns  in  the  approaches.  The  care  of  these  is  en- 
trufted  to  the  Parks  Department. 
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The  work  of  the  libraries  has  not  been  limited  to 
providing  facilities  for  reading.  By  means  of  the 
halls  and  committee  rooms,  which  are  let  for  very 
moderate  fees,  the  libraries  have  become  in  a  sense 
community  centres,  and  this  aspe6t  of  the  work  has 
a  considerable  future.  In  1914  winter  courses  of 
lectures  and  entertainments  were  inaugurated,  and 
as  each  new  library  was  opened,  similar  courses  were 
organized.  Unfortunately  the  courses  had  to  be 
abandoned  in  1927  for  want  of  sufficient  support. 
Mention  has  been  made  of  the  Story-Hour  meet- 
ings and  the  proposals  for  their  extension,  and  in  this 
and  other  directions  the  libraries  are  fulfilling  a  use- 
ful fundlion. 

Some  Comparisons 

A  jubilee  celebration  is  surely  a  fitting  occasion 
on  which  to  take  ftock  of  work  accomplished,  and 
that  is  what  has  been  attempted  in  the  foregoing 
pages.  It  is  also  a  suitable  opportunity  to  compare 
the  work  that  is  being  done  with  what  has  been  done 
— not  in  a  spirit  of  malice  but  to  assess  results.  Un- 
fortunately records  which  are  now  kept  with  care 
did  not  exift  in  the  early  days,  but  as  far  as  compari- 
sons are  possible  they  will  be  made. 

When  the  Library  was  opened  in  1880  the  ftock 
numbered  about  six  thousand  volumes.  At  that  time 
there  was  only  one  book  Department — the  Refer- 
ence Department.  At  3 1st  March  1 930  there  were  in 
all  the  departments  of  the  various  libraries  1 56,914 
volumes,  allocated  as  follows:  Reference  Depart- 
ments 72,534,  Lending  Departments  66,8  73,  Music 
Sedion  1,562,  Children's  Secflions  15,945  volumes. 
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No  records  were  kept  of  the  attendances  at  the 
Library  in  the  early  days  so  that  the  ftatement  of 
the  number  of  visitors  to  the  various  departments 
of  the  eight  Auckland  Public  Libraries  (excluding 
the  Lending  Departments)  during  the  twelve 
months  ending  31st  March  la^  amounting  to 
577,938  persons  muft  ^and  by  itself. 

For  the  same  reason  it  is  impossible  to  compare 
the  number  of  volumes  consulted  in  the  Reference 
Department  at  the  commencement  of  the  Library's 
operations  with  the  use  made  of  them  to-day,  so 
again  all  that  can  be  done  is  to  give  the  laft  year's 
figures  for  the  Central  Library  and  the  Leys  In^i- 
tute  which  amounted  to  1 3 1 ,935  volumes,  and  leave 
the  reft  to  the  imagination.  No  record  is  kept  of  the 
use  made  of  the  Reference  books  kept  in  the  reading 
rooms  of  the  branch  libraries,  although  this  is 
known  to  be  quite  considerable. 

For  comparative  purposes  it  may  be  interefting 
to  show  how  the  Reference  Department  of  the  Cen- 
tral Library  at  the  present  time  compares  with  the 
year  1914-15,  the  firft:  period  in  which  a  complete 
record  was  kept  of  the  books  consulted.  In  that  year 
80,653  volumes  were  used  by  visitors.  Laft  year  the 
number  was  112,933  volumes.  Li  the  sixteen  and 
a-half  years  that  a  record  has  been  made  of  the 
books  used  in  this  department  it  is  shown  that 
1,578,882  volumes  have  been  consulted,  and  the 
curious  or  the  philosophic  minded  person  has  in  this 
fa(5t  enough  material  to  give  him  thought  for  a  life- 
time. 

The  Lending  Department  provides  a  definite  op- 
portunity for  comparison.  In  1890-91,  the  first  full 
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year's  acftivity  of  the  one  lending  department  at  that 
time,  the  number  of  books  issued  totalled  15,073 
volumes.  In  1 929-30  from  the  various  lending  agen- 
cies of  the  libraries  592,342  volumes  were  put  into 
circulation — or  nearly  forty  times  the  earlier  total. 
Since  the  inception  of  the  various  Lending  De- 
partments, commencing  with  the  Central  Library 
6,710,600  volumes  have  been  issued  up  to  31st 
March  last.  The  following  table  gives  details. 

LENDLXG  DEPARTMENT  ISSUES 
1st  Oct.  1889— 31st  March  1930 


Date  of 

Volumes 

Library. 

Establishment. 

issued. 

Central 

1889 

2.639.105 

Le3's  Institute 

1905 

850,000 

Grafton 

1913 

635,927 

Parnell 

1913 

529,085 

Remuera 

1915 

708,078 

School  (Libraries) 

1917 

665.135 

Epsom 

1918 

497.959 

Grey  Lynn 

1924 

148,520 

Pt.  Chevalier 

1926 

36,791 

Grand  Total 

6,710.600 

Not  much  has  been  written  in  the  course  of  this 
sketch  of  the  personal  side  of  the  Library's  admin- 
i^radpn,  but  it  will  be  admitted  without  reserve  that 
the  success  of  an  institution  depends  to  some  extent 
upon  its  officers.  It  is  fitting  therefore  that  acknow- 
ledgment should  be  given  to  the  men  and  women 
who  have  served  the  Library  during  its  career.  In- 
dividual reference  is  of  course  neither  desirable  nor 
warranted,  but  exception  should  be  permitted  in  the 
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case  of  the  first  Librarian,  the  late  Edward  Shilling- 
ton.  Appointed  Librarian  at  the  inception  of  the 
Library  he  held  his  position  for  thirty-three  years, 
and  in  that  time  he  saw  the  Library  grow  from  a 
small  colled:ion  of  no  great  importance  into  one 
with  many  diftinguished  features.  Mr.  Shillington 
was  trained  in  the  arniy  and  he  brought  to  his  task  of 
library  admini^rator  certain  military  chara6teriftics 
such  as  discipline  and  orderliness.  He  may  be  said 
to  have  guarded  the  Library  with  jealous  care,  and 
his  annual  reports  were  filled  with  regrets  at  even 
the  smallest  losses.  His  zeal  seems  to  have  caused 
him  no  little  concern  and  even  brought  him  personal 
harm,  for  in  one  of  his  Annual  Reports  he  ftates — 
"In  the  early  part  of  the  present  year  (1884)  two 
persons  were  convided  at  the  Police  Court  for  theft 
from  the  Library,  and  one  person  for  assault  on  the 
Librarian."  He  retired  in  1913,  and  was  associated 
with  the  late  Henry  Shaw  for  about  a  year  as  Curator 
of  the  Grey  Collection.  He  died  in  Auckland  on 
28th  July,  1920,  in  his  86th  year.  Mr.  Shillington 
was  succeeded  in  the  Chiefship  of  the  Library  by 
the  writer. 

Historic  and  Other  Occasions 

Up  to  the  opening  of  the  Town  Hall  at  the  end 
of  1911  there  were  few  suitable  places  in  the  City 
where  diftinguished  visitors  could  be  received,  the 
Library  building  being  one  of  them,  and  in  conse- 
quence it  was  frequently  used  for  such  purposes,  one 
of  the  earlieft  being  a  reception  to  the  Karl  of  Aber- 
deen when  an  address  was  presented  to  him  by  the 
citizens  in  1887.  The  moft  hi^oric  occasion  connedl- 


ed  with  the  Library  and  Art  Gallery  building  was 
associated  with  the  present  King  and  Queen,  when 
as  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Cornwall  and  York  they 
visited  the  Dominion.  A  reception  was  held  on  12th 
June  1901  in  the  Library  and  Art  Gallery  building 
which  "with  a  few  alterations  was  found  to  be  pecu- 
liarly adapted  for  the  purpose,  and  their  Royal 
Highnesses  expressed  their  pleasure  in  viewing  the 
works  of  art,  rare  books  and  many  curios  brought 
under  their  notice."  (Town  Clerk's  Report,  1902.) 
Of  peculiarly  Library  intereft  are  the  two  meet- 
ings of  the  Libraries  Association  of  New  Zealand 
which  were  held  respedlively  in  April  1911  and  in 
March  of  the  present  year.  The  late  T.  W.  Leys 
presided  over  the  former  meeting  and  Councillor 
Ellen  Melville,  Chairman  of  the  Library  Commit- 
tee, at  the  latter.  This  meeting  may  be  said  to  have 
been  a  very  fitting  occasion  to  have  taken  place  in 
Auckland,  as  it  will  always  be  associated  with  Auck- 
land's Library  Jubilee. 

Conclusion 

The  record  of  fifty  years'  growth  and  work  which 
has  been  outlined  in  these  pages  is  one  that  every 
citizen  interefted  in  the  intelled:ual  welfare  of  the 
City  should  be  proud  of  Inspired  by  the  great  gift 
and  influence  of  one  of  Britain's  greateft  colonial 
adminiftrators  the  Auckland  Public  Library  has 
been  able  to  perform  a  great  work  for  the  commun- 
ity— a  service  which  has  been  acknowledged  time 
and  again  by  thousands  of  men  and  women  who 
have  been  advantaged  mentally  and  materially  by 
the  help  which  the  Library  has  been  able  to  afford 
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them.  The  record  of  development  not  only  in  the 
main  library  but  in  the  branch  libraries  is  worthy  of 
the  City,  and  of  the  citizens  who  have  seen  that  the 
support  which  the  Library  required  to  further  its 
work  was  given  to  it.  And  here  it  may  be  of  intereft 
to  remark  that  the  coft  of  maintaining  the  libraries 
has  never  been  an  excessive  charge  on  the  ratepayers. 
Apart  from  loans  raised  for  defraying  the  coft  of 
building  the  Central  Library  and  four  of  the  branch 
libraries  the  coft  of  maintenance  has  never  exceeded 
a  rate  of  a  penny  in  the  pound  on  the  annual  rateable 
value,  and  prior  to  1914a  half-penny  rate  sufficed. 
The  intere^  from  the  Coftley  Bequeft,  and  the 
ground  rent  received  from  the  leasing  of  the  site  of 
the  old  Mechanics  Inftitute  have  been  excellent  en- 
dowments which  have  helped  the  Library  in  the 
performance  of  its  long  and  useful  community 
service.  Now  in  the  jubilee  year  there  is  one  para- 
mount need — room  for  the  Central  Library  to  ex- 
pand. For  years  the  writer  has  pointed  out  this  need, 
and  he  has  indicated  the  solution  of  the  problem, 
namely  the  eredlion  of  a  new  building  for  the  Art 
Gallery  which  is  in  the  same  plight  as  the  Library 
and  the  Old  Colonics'  Museum.  The  problem  of 
all  these  departments  is  inadequate  accommodation. 
If  a  new  Art  Gallery  building  were  provided,  the 
Library  and  the  Old  Colonics'  Museum  could  ex- 
tend into  the  vacated  rooms,  and  with  this  accom- 
modation the  Central  Library  could  continue  to 
serve  the  public  as  efficiently — and  more  efficiently 
— than  it  has  done  in  the  paft,  for  in  recent  years  the 
congefted  conditions  have  tended  to  nullify  its  ef- 
forts. Libraries  have  passed  the  ftage  of  criticism  j 
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they  are  now  acknowledged  on  every  hand  as  one  of 
the  great  necessities  of  modern  life.  In  Great  Britain, 
with  all  its  economic  difficulties,  libraries  are  better 
supported  to-day  than  ever  before.  The  Library 
Rate  of  a  penny  in  the  pound  for  maintenance  has 
been  abolished,  and  cities  such  as  Manchester,  Bol 
ton,  and  Sheffield  are  finding  large  sums  of  money 
to  build  larger  and  better  buildings  for  their  main 
libraries.  With  Auckland's  library  tradition  and 
achievement  surely  it  can  be  hoped  that  the  jubilee 
year  of  its  Library  will  not  be  allowed  to  pass  with 
out  definite  provision  being  made  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  its  main  library  as  it  should  be. 
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